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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 4761 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, EFIS, JA, CH 

SUBJECT: SINO-JAPANESE RELATIONS - FISHING IN TROUBLED WATERS 

REF: TOKYO 6393 

1 . THE HONG KONG PRC-CONTROLLED PAPER WEN WEI PAO CARRIED 
THE SENKAKU STORY AS ITS LEAD HEADLINE MARCH 14. THE 
LEAD ARTICLE, BASED UPON WIRE SERVICE REPORTS FROM TOKYO, 

WAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE PAPER'S OWN SHORT BACKGROUND PIECE 
ON CHINA'S HISTORIAL CLAIMS TO THE ISLANDS. 

2. CHINA'S CLAIM TO THE ISLANDS (LISTED AS TIAO YU TAI, 

HUANG WEI YU, CHIH WEI YU, NAN HSIAO TAO AND PEI HSIAO TAO) 

IS BASED UPON THE VIEW THAT THEY HAVE ALWAYS BEEN A PART 
OF TAIWAN PROVINCE. THE ARTICLE TRACES THE CLAIM BACK TO 
1532 IN THE EARLY MING DYNASTY WHEN FISHERMAN FROM 
FUCHOW AND TAIWAN FISHED THE WATERS, ANCHORED OFF THE 
ISLANDS AND BUILT SHELTERS TO LIVE IN "FOR SEVERAL 
MONTHS." 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 HONG K 04761 170237Z 


3. MORE RECENTLY, THE ARTICLE CITES: 

- THE FEBRUARY 30, 1971 MFA ANNOUNCEMENT CLAIMING 
THE FIVE ISLANDS AS PART OF TAIWAN AND, "LIKE TAIWAN, 
AN INALIENABLE PART OF CHINESE TERRITRY SINCE ANCIENT 
TIMES. THE CHINESE PEOPLE WILL CERTAINLY LIBERATE 
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TAIWAN AND ARE DETERMINED TO RECOVER TIAO YU TAI AND 
OTHER ISLANDS BELONGING TO TAIWAN." 

- HUANG HUA'S MAY 20, 1972 LETTER TO THE UN SECRETARY 
GENERAL "POINTING OUT THE USG'S ILLICIT TRANSFER AND 
THE GOJS ACCEPTANCE OF THE ISLANDS WAS ENTIRELY 
ILLEGAL, NULL AND VOID AND NOT RECOGNIZED BY THE 
CHINESE GOVERNMENT OR PEOPLE.” 

- THE SEPTEMBER 29, 1972 SINO-JAPANESE JOINT 
DECLARATION IN WHICH THE GOJ ADHERED TO THE POSITION 
EXPRESSED IN ARTICLE 8 OF THE POTSDAM DECLARATION. 

4. THERE HAS AS YET BEEN NO EDITIORIAL COMMENT BEYOND 
THE ABOVE CITED ARTICLE. 

5. JAPANESE CONSULATE SOURCES HERE ARE AS PUZZLED BY THE 
PRC’S MOTIVES AS THE REST OF US. WE AGREE WITH TOKYO 
THAT NAKASONE’S RECENT CALL FOR CLARIFICATION OF THE 
SENKAKU ISSUE MAY HAVE PROMPTED CHINESE ACTION TO 
STRENGTHEN THEIR CLAIM TO THE ISLANDS IN CASE DISCUSSIONS 
ARE INITIATED. 

SHOESMITH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FISHING RIGHTS, DISPUTES, TERRITORIAL WATERS, FISHING BOATS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17 apr 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978HONGK04761 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 63-1 010 
Format: TEL 
From: HONG KONG 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780450/aaaabqjx.tel 

Line Count: 85 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: acfa27ad-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 TOKYO 6393 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2949793 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SINO-JAPANESE RELATIONS - FISHING IN TROUBLED WATERS 
TAGS: PEPR, EFIS, PLOS, JA, CH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/acfa27ad-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



